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REPORT, 


LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 


House  of  Assembly. 

The  special  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  sundry  citizens  of  this  state,  in  reference  to  a  series  of 
lotteries  which,  it  is  alleged,  are  at  present,  and  for  a  long 
time  past,  have  been  drawn  under  the  pretended  authority  of 
a  grant  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  to  the  “  Society  for 
Establishing  Useful  Manufactures,”  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
REPORT : 

That  the  authority  for  drawing  the  lotteries  in  question,  is 
claimed  under  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  charter  of  the 
“  Society  for  Establishing  Useful  Manufactures,”  by  which  said 
society  is  authorized  to  draw  one  or  more  lotteries  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

By  the  report  of  the  Attorney  General  on  this  subject,  and 
the  documents  annexed  to  the  same,  it  appears  that  the  society 
did  not  attempt  to  exercise  the  right  from  the  year  seventeen 


4 


hundred  and  ninety-five,  until  the  month  of  March,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  when  an  agreement  was 
made  with  D.  S.  Gregory,  Esq’r,  a  gentleman  residing  in  Jer¬ 
sey  City,  engaged  in  the  lottery  business,  by  which,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  said  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand,  six  hundred  dollars,  alleged 
to  have  been  lost  by  the  society  in  some  attempt  to  exer¬ 
cise  the  right,  they  authorize  the  making  of  any  number  of 
lotteries  within  ten  years  ;  the  gentleman  with  whom  such 
agreement  was  made,  agreeing  to  pay  for  such  privilege,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand,  six  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  ;  and  being  himself  entitled  to  any  further  sum  which  might 
be  made  by  the  exercise  of  the  privilege,  for  his  commissions 
and  compensation  for  the  expenses,  risk  and  losses  which  he 
might  incur.  This  agreement  appears  to  have  been  after¬ 
wards  transferred  to  Messrs.  J.  G.  Gregory  and  Daniel  McIn¬ 
tyre,  successors  to  D.  S.  Gregory,  before  named. 

The  report  of  the  Attorney  General,  and  the  documents 
annexed  thereto,  contain  sufficient  evidence  to  show  that  the 
lessees  under  the  alleged  authority  of  the  legislative  grant, 
before  mentioned,  had  on  the  first  day  of  July  last,  made  and 
drawn  more  than  one  thousand  lotteries,  averaging  in  amount, 
over  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Whilst  your  committee  refrain  from  any  discussion  of  the 
right  of  the  society  to  exercise  this  grant,  after  it  had  Iain 
dormant  for  nearly  half  a  century,  and  also,  of  their  right  to 
lease  or  farm  out  the  same,  both  of  which  they  think  might 
well  be  questioned,  they  are  fully  satisfied  from  the  evidence 
before  them,  that  upon  any  fair  construction  of  the  charter  of 
the  society,  this  lottery  grant  has  been  fully  executed,  by  more 
money  having  been  raised  by  its  exercise  than  is  authorized  by 
the  charter.  They  believe  that  the  drawing  of  lotteries  at  this 
day  is  justly  esteemed  a  public  nuisance,  and  ought  not  to  be 
permitted,  unless  imperious  necessity,  arising  from  a  previous 
legislative  grant,  requires  it.  In  the  case  before  them,  the 
abuse  and  mis-user  of  the  grant  appear  so  obvious,  and  the 
mischief  so  great,  that  your  committee  deem  it  the  duty  of  the 


legislature  to  interfere,  to  arrest  and  put  an  end  to  the  evil : 
they,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following 

RESOLUTIONS: 

1.  Resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring)  that  the  Attorney 
General  of  this  state  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  di¬ 
rected  forthwith  to  institute  proceedings,  by  quo  warranto ,  or 
an  information  in  the  nature  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer¬ 
taining  the  authority  upon  which  the  lotteries  before  mentioned 
have  been  made  and  drawn :  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  the 
same  have  been  under  the  authority  of  the  grant  aforesaid, 
whether  said  grant  has  not  been  executed,  by  the  raising  of  the 
amount  thereby  authorized. 

2.  Resolved,  That  pending  such  proceedings,  and  until 
the  same  are  determined,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said 
society,  or  their  agents,  grantees  or  lessees,  to  make  and  draw 
any  lottery  or  lotteries,  under  the  authority  of  the  grant  con¬ 
tained  in  the  aforesaid  charter. 

JONATHAN  PICKEL,  )  „ 

JOHN  RUNYON,  \  c,mmtlee- 


